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Established TPE for interior applications containing a high recycling
ratio

Approved and ready for use in automotive interiors:

Interior PIR TPE

KRAIBURG TPE is expanding its portfolio for OEMs and their
suppliers, while it significantly contributes to meeting recycling rates
and is offering support in reducing the carbon footprint of products
for automotive interiors: With a recycling content of up to 38%,
interior post-industrial recycled TPE grades provide the automotive
market with a reliable and sustainable alternative to virgin material
solutions. Customers will also receive the necessary information on
the product carbon footprint (PCF) of the TPE.

The automotive industry is using company specific and standardized tests
to prove the suitability of materials in automotive interiors meeting
customer’s high expectations. Nevertheless, keeping costs under control is
always a high priority. To continue to provide ideal support for
manufacturers and OEMs in developing new, forward-looking products,
KRAIBURG TPE is expanding its portfolio to include solutions that are
made of up to 38% of recycled raw materials, depending on hardness. A
wide hardness range combined with excellent product performance allows
an easy integration into the targeted market segment.
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The post-industrial recycled raw material used is waste material derived
from other companies’ manufacturing process for plastic products.
KRAIBURG TPE uses it to produce product solutions for sustainable
automotive interior applications. Possible applications include anti-slip
mats, floor mats, soft components in cup holders, as well as fixation
elements. The series is also suitable for other applications requiring a
hardness range between 60 and 90 Shore A. Strict OEM requirements for
emission and odor are fulfilled and the material can be either combined
with polypropylene in co-injection molding applications or used as single
soft component solution. In addition, Interior PIR TPE provides good
abrasion resistance and excellent flowability combined with low density to

keep the part weight at a minimum.

“We’re expanding our product range to include Interior PIR TPE in
response to the sustainability issues raised by OEMs. We’re sure our
customers will benefit substantially from the option of using TPEs based on
recycled raw materials for automotive interiors,” says Matthias Michl, Head
of Automotive Application Development at KRAIBURG TPE.
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New feature: To support customers in implementing their sustainability
projects, KRAIBURG TPE is now able to provide the product carbon
footprint of compounds for many products. This can lead to a decisive
competitive advantage for customers and is part of the TPE manufacturer's
service package. The PCF quantifies the COze-footprint — in this case
within the system boundaries cradle-to-gate. The global warming potential
(GWP) of a product is calculated, indicating how much the product
contributes to global warming from raw material extraction to the product
manufacture’s gate. Producers require this value to assess the carbon
footprint of their components, and ultimately of the whole vehicle.
KRAIBURG TPE claims full transparency in assessing the PCF and
calculates the values according to DIN EN I1SO 14067 and DIN EN ISO
14044, following the GHG Protocol. Detailed information on the

assessment is provided.

The product is available for customers in the EMEA sales region.
KRAIBURG TPE is currently working on local solutions for the APAC
markets and North America. Matthias Michl sums up this portfolio
enhancement by noting that “The new solutions ‘universal PCR TPE’ and
‘Interior PIR TPE’, as well as the option of providing customers with
individual PCF values for their purchases, enables us to position ourselves
as a reliable and local TPE contact and to offer full service for our

products.”
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Image: KRAIBURG TPE introduces Interior PIR TPE, a solution that is

ready for immediate use and meets recycling quotas. (Image:
KRAIBURG TPE)
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Information for members of the press:

download high-resolution images

Let’s connect on Social Media:
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About KRAIBURG TPE

KRAIBURG TPE (www.kraiburg-tpe.com) is a global manufacturer of

thermoplastic elastomers. From its beginning in 2001 as subsidiary of the
historical KRAIBURG Group founded in 1947, KRAIBURG TPE has
pioneered in TPE compounds, today being the competence leader in this
industry. With production sites in Germany, the US, and Malaysia the
company offers a broad range of compounds for applications in the
automotive, industrial, consumer, and for the strictly regulated medical
sectors. The established THERMOLAST®, COPEC®, HIPEX®, and For Tec
E® product lines are processed by injection molding or extrusion and
provide numerous processing and product design advantages to
manufacturers. KRAIBURG TPE features innovative capabilities as well as
true global customer orientation, customized product solutions and reliable
service. The company is certified to 1ISO 50001 at its headquarters in
Germany and holds 1SO 9001 and ISO 14001 certifications at all global
sites. In 2021, KRAIBURG TPE generated sales of 216 million euros with

around 682 worldwide employees.
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